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SENATE BI LL 5562

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators QCem g, Kohl-Welles, Fairley and Brown

Read first time 01/24/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to procedures for the circunstance in which two or
nore candidates file for office and have the sane or simlar nanes;
reenacting and anendi ng RCW 29A.04.611; and adding a new section to
chapter 29A 24 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29A 24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

When, in the judgnment of the filing officer, two or nore candi dates
have filed for the sanme office whose nanes are so simlar as to be
confusing to voters, he or she shall differentiate all candi dates for
that office, including the candidates that do not have the sane or
simlar nanmes, by the inclusion of additional information in connection
with each nane that wll appear on the ballot. Such differentiation
may be nmade by the inclusion of each candidate's occupation, status as
i ncunbent or chal |l enger, or by any other nmeans which, in the judgnent
of the filing officer, fairly and inpartially distinguishes the
candidates. The filing officer may solicit suggestions and input from
the candi dates to resolve the situation.
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Sec. 2. RCW29A. 04.611 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 1 and 2006 c 206 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsi stent
with the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state,
county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform fornms and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rule-making authority granted otherwi se by this
section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
fol |l ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, l|ayout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that nmay be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counties;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ation and
canvassi ng of ballots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ections;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
smal | nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;
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(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regarding such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devices;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by agenci es designated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by mail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nane under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and fornms for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectronic neans;

(26) ((Procedures—tor—the—ctrecunstance—n—whi-eh—bwo—or—nbre

i d I i . I L
eonfusi-on—tor—the—voters-

£24)) Filing for office;

((£28))) (27) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;
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((29Y)) (28) Sanple ballots;
((36))) (29) Independent eval uations of voting systens;

((38H)) (30) The testing, approval, and certification of voting
syst ens;

((32)) (31) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

((33)y)) (32) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to
facilitate the accurate processing and canvassi ng of absentee ballots
and il bal | ot s, including standards for the approval and
i npl enentation of hardware and software for automated signature
verification systens;

((34))) (83) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of
absentee ballots and mail ballots;

((635))) (34) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the
conduct of absentee voting and nmail ballot el ections;

((36))) (35) Standards and procedures to acconmpdate out-of-state
voters, overseas voters, and service voters;

((63AH)) (36) The tabul ation of paper ballots before the close of
t he polls;

((38))) (37) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly and di sabl ed persons;

((39))) (38) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the
results of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's
bal | ot ;

((€46))) (39) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

((4Y-)) (40) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional
offices if the general statutory tinme requirenents for availability of
absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures
cannot be net;

((42)) (41) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures
for purposes of verifying and canvassing signatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

((43))) (42) Standards and deadlines for submtting material to
the office of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

((44)y)) (43) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for
referendum bills and constitutional anendnments if none have been
provi ded by the | egislature;

((45)1)) (44) Procedures for the publication of a state voters'
panphl et ;
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((€46))) (45) Procedures for conducting special elections regarding
nucl ear waste sites if the general statutory time requirenents for
availability of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and
rel ated procedures cannot be net;

((44)) (46) Procedures for conducting partisan primary el ections;

(((48y)) (47) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of
voting during the early voting period to provide accessability for the
blind or visually inpaired;

((49Y)) (48) Standards for voting technol ogy and systens used by
the state or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals
with disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sanme opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as other
vot ers;

((659))) (49) Al data formats for transferring voter registration
data on electronic or machine-readable nedia for the purpose of
adm nistering the statewide voter registration list required by the
Hel p Anrerica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

((58)) (50) Defining the interaction of electronic voter
registration election managenent systens enployed by each county
auditor to maintain a local copy of each county's portion of the
official state list of registered voters;

((52)) (51) Provisions and procedures to inplenent the state-
based adm nistrative conplaint procedure as required by the Help
Anmerica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

((653))) (52) Facilitating the paynent of |ocal governnent grants
to | ocal governnent election officers or vendors; and

((654)y)) (53) Standards for the verification of signatures on
absentee, mail, and provisional ballot envel opes.

~-- END ---
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